It was found that illiterate adults could neither delete nor add a phone at the beginning of a non-word; but these tasks were rather easily performed by people with similar environment and childhood experiences, who learned to read rudimentarily as adults. Awareness of speech as a sequence of phones is thus not attained spontaneously in the course of general cognitive growth, but demands some specific training, which, for most persons, is probably provided by learning to read in the alphabetic system.
Introduction
Alphabetic writing in first approximation represents speech at the level of units such as phone and phoneme. 1 Both spelling and reading in an alphabetic system imply, in addition to the ability to perceive minimal phonetic distinctions, an explicit knowledge of the phonetic structure of speech. For example, the reader/writer must not only be able to distinguish between cat and bat, but must also know that cat and bat consist of three units and differ only in the first.
An important question is how this knowledge is attained. In normal communication, people pay attention to meaning, not to the structural charac- In the traditional perspective, the phoneme is any collection of phones whose differences are irrelevant to meaning distinctions; in the generative-transformational perspective, the phoneme is an abstract representation that depends on morphemic information and relates to pronunciation through a set of rules. For a discussion of the distinction between phone and phoneme, from the latter point of view, in relation to the alphabetic system, see Gleitman and Rozin (1977) . In the present text we shall refer to analysis into phones rather than into phonemes, because the experimental task simply required our subjects to manipulate different sounds without regard for meaning.
